
                           Skyline High School 
 12250 SKYLINE BOULEVARD 

OAKLAND CA, 94611 
510-482-7109 

510-482-7296 (fax) 

“IT’S A GREAT DAY TO BE A TITAN!” 

March 27, 2015 
 
Hello Skyline Parents, Caregivers, and Staff, 
 
I am writing in response to recent events that have unsettled the Skyline community and 
raised questions about campus security. I want to be clear that my absolute, number-one 
concern is ensuring the safety of our students and staff. As a result, we are introducing 
some changes that may be inconvenient to some, but are necessary in our effort to 
protect our children and put the minds of staff and families at ease.  
 
The violence we have recently experienced is unacceptable and this opinion is shared 
throughout OUSD administration. I’ve been coordinating with OUSD Superintendent 
Antwan Wilson, Network Superintendent Kevin Taylor, and Chief Jeff Godown of Oakland School Police 
to develop strategies that will enhance security at Skyline. Initial measures include: 
 

1. Revisiting protocols for visitor entry to campus, student release, and community policing 
2. Full-time deployment of a police officer to the campus 
3. Deployment of  additional School Security Officers (SSOs) to Skyline  
4. Even stricter enforcement of our tardy policy to ensure that students are in class on-time and 

monitored all-day 
5. Review our supervision plan to strategically place adults throughout campus to move students 

along and better supervise them during transitions 
 
I appreciate the support of staff both here at Skyline and centrally, particularly the additional therapists 
who’ve been at our site this week. They’ve helped tremendously with those who’ve experienced trauma 
or are suffering anxiety related to recent events—particularly the armed robbery which took place on 
Tuesday. I also want to commend our students for maintaining their composure amidst difficult 
circumstances. 
 
Our goal is to ensure that the students never have another experience like this week. With that in mind, 
on Friday, March 27, we will implement additional steps to enhance security: 
 
  1. The High School Network Superintendent will be on-site to support staff. 

2. Chief Godown will complete a comprehensive threat assessment of the site. 
3. We will review the current safety plan to identify areas for improvement. 
4. We will prepare for campus-wide searches, including lockers and school grounds. With 
reasonable cause, students may be searched as well.  Updated locker procedures and policies 
will be sent home.  
5. We will organize a Skyline community meeting for next week on the topic of school security, 
with more details to be provided shortly. 
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6. We will have class assemblies to remind students of current systems and expectations for 
prompt classroom attendance and introduce new safety and climate & culture aspects that 
students can access and utilize. Parent letters will be sent home to inform parents of these 
existing and enhanced protocols. 
7. We will be revising our professional development plan to focus on whole school 
accountability of safety, climate and culture and direct practices of all staff to create stronger 
relationships between students and staff, as well as supporting the development of strategic 
responsibility and engagement to actively increase staff awareness of safety, climate and 
culture. 

 
It will take all of us—parents, caretakers, students, and staff—to make this campus as safe as we’d like it 
to be. Please support our community by talking to your students about the importance of school safety. 
Urge them to refrain from bringing dangerous items to campus and encourage them to act in a manner 
that is respectful of others once they’re here. We will be reinforcing the same message. 
 
We’ve worked very hard over the past few years to make sure we have a safe campus for our students. 
Clearly, we have more work to do in this area and I look forward to partnering with you on this issue. 
This is my highest priority and one the entire staff is treating with the utmost seriousness. Should you 
have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Vinh Trinh 
Principal 

 

 
 
  

  
 
 


